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it were, the sediment of his bhang, said to him,
c Why participate in sin by slandering the true
Guru ? ' The faqir replied, ' Why should I not ? He
hath never given me alms. Give me the necklace
thou wearest.' On this Jetha took off his gorgeous
necklace, and put it on the f aqir. Upon this he began
to sing aloud the Guru's praises : ' Thou art more
generous than Raja Harishchandra, than Raja Karan,
and than Raja Vikramadit.'* As the party returned
from the river in the evening, and while the Guru
was still distant, the faqir began to shower further
praises and blessings on him. ' Thou savest the
world ; may thy sons and grandsons flourish ! ' The
Guru on hearing this remarked that somebody must
have been generous to the faqir, otherwise he could
not so soon have altered his tone and language. On
inquiry the Guru learned what had occurred. Jetha
confessed, ' O Guru, I have given the faqir my
necklace. Thou hast given me God's name as a
necklace ; I keep it by me. This perishable neck-
lace I have offered in thy name/ On hearing this
the Guru blessed Jetha : ' Thy line shall be endless
and thine income and expenditure inexhaustible.'

The hostility of the Hindus now began to assert
itself even more offensively than before. The Sikhs
who visited the Guru at Goindwal used to speak
as follows when they returned to their homes : ' The
Guru hath proclaimed a new religion and abolished
differences of castes and tribes. With him the four
great castes eat from one vessel, and with great
devotion perform uniform worship. He giveth to
drink to his Sikhs the water in which he hath washed
his feet, and teacheth them to reverently repeat
Wahguru instead of the gayatri.'

When the Khatris and Brahmans, who were ex-
tremely ignorant, irreligious, and proud of their
castes, heard these reports, they could not endure

1 Kings renowned in Eastern lore for their generosity. Raja Vikra-
madit also gave his name to the Sambat era.